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SUB J : GRAN MARISCAL DE AYACHUCHO FOUNDATION 
FOR: STATE FOR CU/ARA, PASS TO IIE: ILA/RODGERS 

1 . DR. RUTH LERNER DE ALMEA, WHO ASSUMED THE PRESIDENCY OF THE 
GRAN MARISCAL DE AYACHUCHO FOUNDATION ON DEC. 26, 1975, STATED 
IN AN INTERVIEW WITH EL UNIVERSAL THAT HER FIRST PRIORITY 

IS AN OVERALL EVALUATION OF THE SCHOLARSHIP PRORGAM, THE FIRST 
PHASE OF WHICH IS A STUDY OF PERSONNEL. SHE BELIEVES THAT 
THE PROGRAM IS ADEQUATELY STAFFED NUMERICALLY. HOWEVER, 

DR. ALMEA EMPHASIZED THE NEED TO ACHIEVE STRINGENT PROFESSIONAL 
STANDARDS AMONG HIGH LEVEL GMA PERSONNEL. IN MEETINGS WITH THE 
PROGRAM S OVERSEAS COORDINATORS, DR. ALMEA DEMANDED 
MORE DIRECT CONTACT BETWEEN THEM AND THE SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS. 

2. BESIDES GREATER STUDENT CONTACT WITH GMA OVERSEAS REPRESEN- 
TATIVES, GMA WILL SEND STUDENTS MONTHLY NEWSLETTERS, AND 
ARRANGE CONFERENCES WITH GOV PERSONNEL WHO TRAVEL ABROAD ON 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS. PREDEPARTURE ORIENTATION WILL CONCENTRATE 
ON VENEZUELAN REALITIES AND THE STUDENTS’ ROLE IN THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF THEIR COUNTRY. 

3. DR. ALMEA GAVE FOLLOWING CURRENT STATISTICS: 

GMA STUDENTS ABROAD 5,285 

GMA STUDENTS IN VENEZUELA 3,303 

CORDIPLAN SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS ABROAD...326 

CORDIPLAN STUDENTS IN VENEZUELA 320 
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THERE ARE AN ADDITIONAL 1000 CORDIPLAN SCHOLARS AWAITING 
PLACEMENT AND 3,439 GMA PRE-SELECTEES FROM 1975. GMA' PRESENT 
BUDGET IS 21 1 MILLION BOLIVARES, ABOUT 50 MILLION DOLLARS, 

WITH MORE FUNDS AVAILABLE IF NEEDED, SHE SAID. 

COMMENT: DR. LERNER FACES A TREMENDOUS TASK IN REBUILDING 
AN ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF DECIMATED BY RESIGNATIONS. THE NEWLY- 
APPOINTED DIRECTORS OF ORIENTATION AND PLACEMENT VISITED THE 
EMBASSY LAST WEEK TO DISCUSS CONTINUING USIS PARTICIPATION 
IN PRE-DEPARTURE SESSIONS. WHEN AN ACAO ARRIVED FOR THE FIRST 
1976 ORIENTATION PROGRAM, HE LEARNED THAT THESE NEW DIRECTORS 
HAD ALSO SUBMITTED RESIGNATIONS AFTER LESS THAN ONE WEEK ON THE 
JOB. 

4. SEVERAL GMA STUDENTS HOME FROM THE U.S. FOR VACATION 
SPOKE WITH USIS OFFICERS AND RELATED THEIR GENERAL SATISFACTION 
WITH THE GMA PROGRAM. HOWEVER, THEY MENTIONED THE TENDENCY 
OF SOME STUDENTS TO ISOLATE THEMSELVES IN THE COMPANY OF THEIR 
FELLOW VENEZUELANS WHILE THE REMAINDER OF THE GMA GROUP 
ATTEMPS TO "OUT-AMERICAN THE AMERICANS." OTHER COMMENTS CON- 
CERNED CONFUSION OVER PAYMENT OF STIPENDS AT SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
AND PLACEMENT OF STUDENTS AT SCHOOLS WHICH DO NOT OFFER THEIR 
SPECIALTY. THESE COMPLAINTS ARE SYMPTOMATIC OF ALMOST ANY 
PROJECT AS NEW AND LARGE AS THE GMA PROGRAM. WE FEEL, HOWEVER, 
THAT HE MIGHT APPRECIATE SUCH FEEDBACK. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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